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• Describe the role that the ACRC 
will play in the recycling of 
minibulks that will not comply with 
new regulations for refillable 
containers included in the Container 
& Containment Rule

Presentation 
Objective



• October 2009: ACRC Task Force 
Established

• November 2009: Input from MACA 
Mini-bulk Summit

• January-June 2010:Planning for 
statewide pilot program

• July-December 2010: Pilot conducted in 
Iowa

Issue Review



The Target



• ACRC 
• Agri-business Association of Iowa 

(AAI) staff and membership
• Ken Root- Root Communications
• CSN, LLC
• ACRC member companies

2010 Pilot Program 
Participants
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Participating Site



Inspection



Inspection Certification



Mini-bulk Plastic 
Recycling



• Include both the state agribusiness association and 
regulatory agency

• Target local ag retailer managers; not owners
• Many are not fully aware of new regulations
• Getting tanks ready for recycling is not a priority for 

owners; sales and customer service come first!
• Timing is everything!
• Allow at least two months for targeted participants to 

sign up and find time to make preparation a priority; 
set & keep deadlines

What We Learned



• There are legitimate recycling alternatives
• Registrants
• Composite IBC manufacturers 
• Container recycling service vendors

• There are illegitimate alternatives
• Reusing tanks for other products; e.g. used oil
• Selling/giving tanks away for reconditioning
• Selling tanks to local scrap dealers; mixed with 

other plastics
• Landfilling

What We Learned (cont’d)



• Be clear that only clean containers will be    
accepted

• $15 fee is not a deterrent

• Inspecting containers at the source is 
beneficial

• There is adequate infrastructure in the 
“free market” to meet mini-bulk recycling 
needs

What We Learned (cont’d)



• There are sufficient mechanisms to 
address the needs of industry in the proper 
management of unwanted mini-bulks

• The role of ACRC should be to work with 
CropLife America and USEPA in the 
development and dissemination of 
educational materials relating to the new 
refillable container regulations

Our Conclusions



• ACRC will not provide funding to any collection 
or recycling program for mini-bulks in the 
foreseeable future.

• ACRC will remain focused on original mission of 
collecting and recycling pesticide containers 55 
gallons or smaller

• ACRC will share practices needed for good 
product stewardship.

ACRC FUTURE ROLE 
IN MINI-BULK 
RECYCLING 



Member Contact List



ACRC DVD VIDEO



Thank You
For video and brochures: 

Call 877 952-2272
or e-mail:

rperkins@acrecycle.org


